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Manning: From the President

Autumn is a time of
communal gatherings.
The “You Belong
Because We’re Better
Together” themed
Georgia Libraries
Conference (GLC) in
Macon, Georgia was
in-person and
successful! The
sessions were
educational and
Karen Manning
engaging (included folk
dancing); we had our first ever live streamed
keynote speaker who was dynamic,
inspirational, and motivational; and the social
events were fun, filled with great food and
fellowship (we had literary characters)! The
beautiful spirit and abundant sense of
belonging was evident in the way we
interacted. I implore all who attended in-person
and virtually to reap the harvest of the
conference, follow-up, and share something
that you learned.
Autumn is associated with harvest and
producing. Georgia Library Association (GLA)
leadership and members worked diligently to
fulfill tasks set forth by me and their respective
committees, divisions, or interest groups.
Implementing the BIPOC (Black, Indigenous, and
people of color) grant, merging the advocacy
groups into one division, adding accessibility
features to the GLA website and media content,
and moving forth with a mentorship program
are goals that satisfied a portion of our strategic
planning. It was not always a hayride, and
sometimes it took a while to get through the
maze of business matters. There is more work
to be done, but the bountiful production of
work speaks volumes about the efforts put
forth by members.
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The different hues of colorful trees and foliage
is a reminder that we all are different. Like
mosaics forming alluring snapshots, you all are
multicolored works of art that add greatly to
the beauty and strength of the GLA landscape.
I met many of you this year and learned so
much about the wonderful work that is being
performed in the library profession. Impromptu
and planned conversations revealed our
creativity and innovative ideas about the work
that we do. These personal, invaluable
moments have remained with me and provided
knowledge in ways that I may have never
gained.
There is abundant beauty in change. The
autumn season is a time for change and a
metaphor for me. Like the leaves separating
from the trees, it is a transitory time to let
things go and turn over a new leaf. I am ready
to lay low, gather my thoughts, prepare for new
endeavors, and renew myself for the spring.
Through my observations and the need to
support a gap in outreach, I am personally
creating two grants: “Adopt a School Librarian,”
and one to support a conference attendee with
accessibility challenges. I hope that the grants
will bring value to GLA.
Thank you for your support. You all have been
an inspiration to me, have provided the
motivation that I needed to lead GLA, and I
have enjoyed and will continue the
collaboration with so many of you!
“You Belong Because We’re Better Together.”
Karen Manning is the 2022 president of the
Georgia Library Association. She can be reached
at president@georgialibraryassociation.org
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